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November 15, 2025–
June 14, 2026

TALES FROM 
THE BAVARIAN 

FOREST II

HAUS DER BAYERISCHEN GESCHICHTE
IN REGENSBURG
Tuesday through Sunday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. | www.hdbg.de



GRÜSS GOTT  
IN REGENSBURG

  NEUES TOR ZUR WELTERBESTADT REGENSBURG 
Das Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte am Donaumarkt 1
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Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte

A FOUR-METER-HIGH LION GREETS YOU  

AT THE HAUS DER BAYERISCHEN GESCHICHTE. 

THIS FORMER OKTOBERFEST MASCOT  

IS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS BAVARIANS. 

BENEATH THE LOZENGES IN THE MUSEUM 

FOYER, IT POINTS TOWARD THE MUSEUM’S 

ATTRACTIONS:

THE MULTIMEDIA SHOW “THE BACKSTORY” 

WITH CHRISTOPH SÜSS, THE PERMANENT 

EXHIBITION “HOW BAVARIA BECAME A FREE 

STATE AND WHAT MAKES IT DISTINCTIVE”,  

A SHOP WITH A TREASURE TROVE OF EXCLUSIVE 

SOUVENIRS, OUR TAVERN WITH SPECIALTIES 

FROM ALL OVER BAVARIA AND NEW SPECIAL 

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS IN THE DANUBE HALL 

AWAIT YOU.



Multimedia show in the foyer

The multimedia show “The Backstory” is the perfect introduc-

tion to the permanent exhibition and a visit to Regensburg.  

Bavarian television host and actor Christoph Süss explores 

2000 years of “Bavarian” history in forty roles and twenty min-

utes. He begins as Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius: “So, I’m 

in a historical mood. We’ll build right here. Alea iacta est!” Set 

against iconic historical sites in Regensburg, this film is the 

most entertaining sightseeing guide to the city on the Danube.

How Bavaria Became a Free State  

and What Makes It Distinctive

This is the focus of the museum’s permanent exhibition, 

which traces Bavaria’s path to becoming a modern state. 

One thousand objects and multimedia installations vividly 

present the history of Bavaria on the upper floor. Numerous 

personal mementos from ordinary Bavarians not only relate 

“macro” but also “micro” histories. Located directly on the  

Danube, the museum is the new gateway to the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site of Regensburg. The light-flooded foyer,  

featuring a multimedia show, shop and tavern, is open to the 

public free of charge.

THE MUSEUM THE BACKSTORY

  HDBG MAGAZINE NO. 1 AND NO. 2 
Number 1 is the ideal companion for your sightseeing tour of Regensburg:  

The magazine includes a map of the city with all the sites in the film, the script  

and fascinating background information (price €5). Number 2 is the brief guide to 

the permanent exhibition “How Bavaria Became a Free State and What Makes It  

Distinctive” (price €10). The HDBG magazines can be purchased in the museum 

shop or on www.hdbg.de/laden. Number 2 is also available in English.

1

2

7

4

5

6

Ground floor

1	� Beer garden

2	 Foyer

3 	� Danube Hall:  

temporary exhibitions  

and events

4 	� Multimedia show by and  

with Christoph Süss  

exploring Bavarian history

5 	 Museum shop

6 	 Tavern

7 	� As of November 15, 

2025: Tales from the 

Bavarian Forest II

LUDWIG I:
BAVARIA‘S
GREATEST
KING?
MAY 10– 
NOV. 9, 2025

3



Watch films about the  

museum and the exhibitions 

on www.hdbg.de/mediathek

and our YouTube channel.

GENERATIONS

The permanent exhibition features a theater of history with 

thirty stages recounting key episodes of Bavarian history 

— such as the royal crown from Napoleon, which was, so to 

speak, married into; Ludwigs II’s mysterious death; Bavaria’s 

striking display of both tradition and modernity at the Chicago 

World’s Fair; Hitler’s rise in Munich; how displaced persons in 

Franconia helped shape the Beatles’ sound; and how a balloon 

from the GDR landed in Naila and is now a movie star. 

FROM 1800 TO THE PRESENT:  
THE PERMANENT  
EXHIBITION

Upper floor

G   1

G   2
G   3

G   4

G   5

G   6

G   7

G   8

G   9

WHAT IS MORE:

Eight cultural showcases explore typically Bavarian phenomena, 

from dialects to festivals and even FC Bayern.

GENERATION 1
1800 – 1825 
Bavaria Becomes a Kingdom

GENERATION 2
1825 – 1850 
Will Bavaria Become a Nation?

GENERATION 3
1850 – 1875 
The Royal Drama of Ludwig II

GENERATION 4
1875 – 1900 
Bavaria Becomes a Legend

GENERATION 5
1900 – 1925 
A World War and Free State

GENERATION 6
1925 – 1950 
Dictatorship – Catastrophe –  
New Beginning

GENERATION 7
1950 – 1975 
Reconstruction – Wirtschaftswunder

GENERATION 8
1975 – 2000 
Watershed Years

GENERATION 9
2000 – 2025 
What Will Shape the  
Present and the Future?

May 31, 2025–
April 19, 2026

SOW 
TRUMPS 

KING:
BAVARIAN 

PLAYING CARDS



Enthralling guided tours and exciting activity stations, captivating 

escape games and fast-paced tablet races, fascinating museum 

education activities and innovative programs on the digital  

workbench — the museum and Bavariathek are a unique  

learning experience for all ages from preschool through high 

school.

Information on guided tours for school groups and 

museum education is available on www.museum.bayern 

under the heading YOUR VISIT. The Bavariathek’s  

media education programs and projects are presented 

on www.bavariathek.bayern/programme

             CAPTIVATING,  
DIVERSE, INNOVATIVE:
SCHOOL GROUPS AT THE 
MUSEUM & BAVARIATHEK

  BAVARIATHEK 
Students investigate  

evidence, sources and  

police files in the escape 

game.

  MUSEUM EDUCATION 
Students light up a city.

ADMISSION 
2025 Bavarian State Exhibition and permanent exhibition

 Adults: €10
 �Discounted: €8 (e.g., seniors 65 or older, seriously disabled 

individuals, groups of 15 or more)
 �Free for children and teenagers 18 and younger, school 

students in groups and college students under 30

Admission includes the 2025 Bavarian State Exhibition as long 

as it runs.

 Permanent exhibition only: €7

Admission tickets are available at the admissions desk in  

Regensburg and online on www.hdbg.de/laden

HOURS

Tuesday through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Monday. 

The museum is open on holidays that fall on a Monday. 

Closed on December 24, 25 and 31, January 1 and Good 

Friday. The museum is closed Mondays and Tuesdays from 

January 13 through February 25, 2025. Additionally open on 

Monday, July 28, 2025.

DIRECTIONS

The museum is a fifteen-minute walk from the train station. 

Public buses stop at the Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte 

stop www.rvv.de 

The closest parking garage is on Dachauplatz. The city of 

Regensburg’s parking guidance and information system:  

www.r-parken.de 

MULTIMEDIA GUIDE

German, English, and Czech (permanent exhibition only)  

multimedia guides can be rented for €3. Basic German and 

German Sign Language multimedia guides are free of charge 

(audio description for visually impaired individuals only for the 

state exhibition). Also available as a free app for iOS and 

Android!

ACCESSIBILITY

The museum is wheelchair accessible. Hearing loops have 

been installed for deaf and hard of hearing visitors. Various 

materials are available for visually impaired and blind visitors 

and in basic German and German sign language. Handicap 

parking is located on the south side of the museum.



Museum picture credits: Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte (HdBG) poster | Museum © HdBG, designed 

by Peter Schmidt Group, using: Augsburger Puppenkiste, © Augsburger Puppenkiste®, photo: Elmar 

Herr; Furth Dragon, © Tourist-Information Furth im Wald | Photo: Andreas Mühlbauer; escape balloon,  

© Günter Wetzel; lion, © Dennis Jacobsen | shutterstock.com; map of Regensburg’s old town, © Regens-

burg Tourismus GmbH; train station icon, © freepik.com; exterior view of the museum and lion, © Hans 

Bauer, bauer.com; - Asam brothers making-of-photo, © jangled nerves GmbH | Photo: Markus Passera; 

multimedia show film scene © HdBG | Production and direction: jangled nerves gmbh, Stuttgart; HDBG 

Magazine covers, © HdBG; views of the permanent exhibition “Generations,” © HdBG | Photos: www.

altrofoto.de; Bavariathek escape game, © HdBG | Mädchenrealschule Niedermünster; museum education 

for school students, © HdBG | Photos: www.altrofoto.de; playing cards, © HdBG; Bayerischer Wald adver-

tisement, © Tourismusverband Ostbayern e.V.

The tavern offers regional wines, beers and culinary 

treats from every region of Bavaria.  

www.wirtshaus.bayern

SHOP

PREVIEW OF 2026

Bavarian products, often handmade, and all of the Haus 

der Bayerischen Geschichte’s publications await you in 

the museum shop. www.hdbg.de/laden

For information on and registration for guided 

tours of the museum and state exhibition, call the 

booking hotline +49 (0) 941 788 388 0 or send 

an email to museumsfuehrung@stadtmaus.de 

Cultural partner

TAVERN

Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte, Regensburg

Showcase exhibition May 31, 2025 – April 19, 2026

The exhibition brings archetypically Bavarian cultural heritage 

into the museum: Bavarian playing cards and Schafkopf.

A Discovery for Regensburg 

Cards have been played in 

Europe since the twelfth/

thirteenth century and evidently 

earlier and more avidly in 

Regensburg than elsewhere: 

The 1378 Regensburg gaming 

ban is the earliest evidence of 

card-playing in Germany. The 

Old Bavarian pattern became 

a prominent Bavarian export, 

spreading from Augsburg as far as  

St. Petersburg, Bohemia and Austria. In addition to the 

historical development of Bavarian playing cards, the exhibition 

shows what was once played and what is still being played.

SOW TRUMPS KING:
BAVARIAN PLAYING CARDS

Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte, Regensburg – Foyer

November 15, 2025 – June 14, 2026

This show is based on a recently  

acquired collection of postcards, 

a selection of which is already on 

display in the photography exhibi-

tion People in the Bavarian Forest, 

1900-1950 on Eschergasse. We are 

adding the third dimension to its  

sequel, using original objects to 

spotlight aspects of life back then. 

The tales told are based on our di-

rector Dr. Richard Loibl’s latest stud-

ies of his home region, which deal 

with the postcards’ images.

TALES FROM THE  
BAVARIAN FOREST II

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER www.hdbg.de/Newsletter FOLLOW US ON 

HAUS DER BAYERISCHEN GESCHICHTE | MUSEUM

Donaumarkt 1, 93047 Regensburg

Phone +49 (0)941 598 51-0

Email museum@hdbg.bayern.de

HEADQUARTERS

Zeuggasse 7, 86150 Augsburg

Phone +49 (0)821 3295-0

Email poststelle@hdbg.bayern.de

2026 BAVARIAN STATE EXHIBITION

“MUSIC IN BAVARIA” 

at the TonYversum in Freyung

April 25–November 8, 2026

www.hdbg.de/bla2026-musik



2025 Bavarian State Exhibition picture credits: see captions; Bavarian State Exhibition poster “Ludwig I - 

Bavaria’s greatest king?”, © HdBG | Design: www.buero-wilhelm.de; Flyer design: bauer.com

EVENTS

A CRUISE TO WALHALLA:  
A REAL EXPERIENCE

	� LUDWIG I HAD VARIOUS TIES TO THE CITY OF 
REGENSBURG AND THE REGION ON THE DANUBE. 
Postcard with the Hall of Liberation and the Walhalla,  

ca. 1900 (Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte, Regensburg,  

Inv. bapo-19970)

In addition to a family day with free  

admission and a diverse program in the 

fall, there is another highlight: the spec-

tacular Night of Fashion. The Deutsche 

Meisterschule für Mode will embrace the 

theme of the Bavarian State Exhibition. 

Around forty extravagant, one-of-a-kind 

haute couture creations will be show-

cased in a major professional fashion 

show on August 2, 2025. The Donaumarkt 

will transform into a grand catwalk with 

club atmosphere, cocktails and DJs.

Partners

Organizers

Sponsors

The ships of the two cruise lines Regensburger Personenschiff-

fahrt Klinger and Donauschifffahrt Wurm & Noé depart near the 

exhibition venue. Present the voucher available at the state ex-

hibition for a €2 discount off the full adult price of a cruise to 

Walhalla. Present a (digital or print) ticket for a cruise to Walhalla 

for a €2 discount off the full adult admission price (€10) to the 

state exhibition.

WALHALLA AND HALL 

OF LIBERATION:  

IN LUDWIG I’S 

FOOTSTEPS
Present your ticket to 

the state exhibition for 

discounted admission  

to Walhalla and Hall of 

Liberation. Present your 

ticket to Walhalla, Hall of 

Liberation or the com-

bined ticket with Prunn 

Castle for a €2 discount 

off the full adult admis-

sion price (€10) to the 

state exhibition.*

 
 

*�This discount cannot be combined 

with other discounts.

 �CRUISE FROM  
REGENSBURG 
to Walhalla and back (top: Regensburger 

Personenschifffahrt Klinger, photo: Photo- 

studio Büttner; bottom: Donauschifffahrt 

Wurm & Noé)
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G     K
KLINGER

NIGHT  
OF 

FASHION
August 2,  

2025



SPECTACULAR  
MEDIA INSTALLATIONS

WELCOME KIDS  
AND FAMILIES!
ON A DISCOVERY TOUR 
WITH EMILIA!

Ludwig I up close, his face at three ages: Two-meter-high,  

three-dimensional images float in the gallery. An animated  

locomotive appears inside a tunnel. Perhaps this is how people  

experienced the new technology around 1840. King and parlia-

ment: Delegates and royal councilors debate in a special film room.

Curious Regensburg girl Emilia accompanies  

our young visitors through the exhibition, 

where fascinating objects, a selfie 

station, hands-on stations and 

digital mini-games await them. 

Kids help Emilia solve tricky 

puzzles in the Kid’s Guide. 

Bavariathek: Smarts and 

speed are needed for the 

history escape game about 

the state exhibition, where 

school students become 

master detectives.

Information for school students on 

www.hdbg.de/bla2025- 

koenigludwig

 

 �CURIOUS REGENSBURG  
GIRL EMILIA ACCOMPANIES 
CHILDREN THROUGH THE 
EXHIBITION. Drawing by  

Elena Buono, Munich

 � TRAIN 
Draft design with a locomotive 

coming right at visitors  

(planetz, Munich)

	 �PROLOGUE Draft design with 

the animated face of Ludwig I 

(planetz, Munich)



 �LUDWIG DREAMED OF A MEMORIAL PARK 
ON THE DANUBE. 
Hat and overshoes of a worker at the Walhalla, 

first half of the 19th century (Haus der Bayerischen 

Geschichte, Regensburg, Inv. 01197-L; 01195-L; 

01196-L), photo: www.altrofoto.de

	� THE DANCER AND  
THE KING: A SCANDAL 
TOO MANY:  
A painting alluding to Lola 

Montez, being watched 

by Ludwig I, ca. 1850 

(Haus der Bayerischen 

Geschichte, Regensburg, 

Inv. M+02263), photo: 

www.altrofoto.de

“... I AM BETTER THAN 
MY REPUTATION ...”
Ludwig I commissioned numerous buildings, including the 

Walhalla near Regensburg. He authorized the construction of 

the first factories rather reluctantly. Railroads opened up wes-

tern Bavaria; the east was ignored. Unlike the railroad, the 

Ludwig Danube-Main Canal, which the king highly valued, 

failed to meet expectations.

 �FAVORITE GARMENT: LUDWIG I  
WORE THIS FREQUENTLY MENDED 
DRESSING GOWN OVER FIFTY YEARS. 
King Ludwig I’s, dressing gown, ca. 1814 

(Münchner Stadtmuseum, Inv. A 72/384 

– permanent loan from the Historischer 

Verein von Oberbayern), photo: Münchner 

Stadtmuseum, Sammlung Mode / Textilien / 

Kostümbibliothek

	� THE NEW RAILROAD PRIMARILY USED THE SOUTH-NORTH 
CONNECTIONS Sand-powered box featuring the Burgberg Tunnel near 

Erlangen, dedicated in 1844, ca. 1850 (Stadtmuseum Erlangen, Inv. 1368),  

photo: Stadtmuseum Erlangen | Erich Malter

Ludwig looked forward while looking 

back. He founded or restored 

130 monasteries. He was reser-

ved toward Protestants. He 

could not and did not want 

to meet the growing de-

mands for a political voice. 

He had many of his oppo-

nents locked up and his  

affair with Lola Montez  

ruined his reputation. Unrest 

broke out and he abdica-

ted in March 1848.

BAYERN 2 AUDIO STATIONS 

The Bayern 2 audio stations delve into 

and reference the exhibition’s themes.



	 �HIS STYLE OF RULE LAY BETWEEN CONSTITUTIONALISM AND HIS PERSONAL 
CLAIM TO POWER. King Ludwig I in his royal robes, 1825. painting, 1841-1848 

(Museen der Stadt Aschaffenburg, Inv. MSA 985), photo: Haus der Bayerischen 

Geschichte, Augsburg | Philipp Mansmann, Munich

LUDWIG I TOOK OVER A VIRTUALLY 

BANKRUPT KINGDOM IN 1825. REFORMS 

HAD OVERBURDENED THE REALM.  

THE DISSOLUTION OF MONASTERIES 

HAD BEEN A TOTAL DISASTER! THE NEW 

KINGDOM HAD TO BE UNITED — IDEALLY 

BY CANALS AND RAILROADS. BUT WHERE 

WOULD THE MONEY COME FROM? THE 

YOUNG KING WAS FRUGAL AND TOOK 

CONTROL. WOULD HE MEET POPULAR 

DEMANDS FOR A STRONGER POLITICAL 

VOICE? WOULD HE BECOME BAVARIA’S 

GREATEST KING?

	� IN 1835, LUDWIG I APPROVED A NEW NATIONAL COAT OF ARMS 
THAT REFLECTED HIS KINGDOM’S REGIONS. 
Royal Military Order of Saint George’s standard with the coat of arms, 1835 

(Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte, Regensburg, Inv. 06570), photo: Philipp 

Mansmann, Munich



BAVARIA’S GREATEST KING?
LUDWIG I

NIGHT  
OF 

FASHION
August 2,  

2025

BAVARIAN STATE  
EXHIBITION
May 10–November 9, 2025
Regensburg | Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte

Tuesday through Sunday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. | www.hdbg.de


